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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the patent application number 10/010,761 
filed November 30, 2001 . 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. One of the references submitted on April 15, 2002, "Studio 7 Database, Pinnacle 
Systems, Inc" is not considered because it is not in conformance with MPEP § 609, the 
date of publication is missing. 

Status of the claims 

3. The currently pending claims 1 through 52 are examined herein as follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreig(country or in public use 
or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent In the United States. 

4. Claims 1-5. 7-13. 15-18. 20-25, 27-31. 33-38, 40-43. 45-50. and 52 are reiected 
under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Newman et al (US Pat No 6.154.600V 

The Present invention is related to video editing system. Likewise, Newman Is 
also related to a non-linear media editing system. 
With respect to claims 1, 16, 28, and 41: 

Newman discloses a non-linear editor 200 including a media editor 210 (FIG. 5). 
wherein the media editor further includes a graphical user interface (Figs. 9 through 12) 
for operating the non-linear editing system (column 13, lines 37-41). Newman further 
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discloses that one of the pluralities of operation/manipulation done by the graphical user 
interface (the media editor) is applying at least one of a set of effects to at least one 
source clip (see Figs. 9 through 12). 

Newman further discloses a storyboard 446 (e.g. Fig. 10) ("a first screen 
area") for displaying a storyboard comprising at least one source clip (e.g. clip 410 and 
among other clips). Newman further discloses that the storyboard 446 includes among 
other things a plurality of effect applied areas ("zones") across or between each clips, 
for example, a plurality of transition effect are shown displayed between the displayed 
clips (column 15, lines 3-35, Figs. 10 and 11). Newman also discloses that each effect- 
applied areas ("zones") are selectable or replaceable by another effect (column 16, lines 
4-20, Fig. 11). 

Newman also discloses a second screen area (see Figs. 9 through 12, left side 
of display window 408), wherein the second area includes a plurality of tabs 402 for 
displaying a sub set of the set of effects, (column 14, lines 40-51, column 15, lines 35, 
column 16, lines 4-20). Newman also discloses that selecting one of the effect applied 
areas ("zones") will display a subset of the set of audio, video, graphic and effects, the 
subset (represented by a tab) including at least one effect applicable to the selected 
effect applied areas ("zones") (column 16, lines 4-44, Figs. 1 1 and 12, see also the area 
"zone" pointed by the arrow in the storyboard 446). 

Newman further discloses a remote control 124 ("an effect selector") (Fig. 3). 
The remote control incorporates pointing device, keyboard, etc for manipulating the 
graphical user interface (media editor) and accepting a user selection of an effect 
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(column 14. lines 65-column 15, lines 2, Figs. 9 through 12) from the displayed subset 
(one of the tabs) for application to the selected effect applied area ("zone") (column 16, 
lines 4-44, Figs. 1 1 and 12, see also the area "zone" pointed by the arrow in the 
storyboard 446). 
With respect to claim 2: 

As described above, Newman's graphical user interface (Figs. 9 through 12) 
comprises storyboard 446 (e.g. Fig. 10) ("a first screen area"). 
With respect to claims 3, and 17: 

As described above, Newman's graphical user interface (Figs. 9 through 12) 
which comprises the second screen area (see Figs. 9 through 12, left side of display 
window 408), wherein the second area further includes a plurality of tabs 402 for 
displaying a subset of the set of video, graphic, audio and effects icons/lists (column 15, 
lines 3-35, column 16, lines 4-20). 
With respect to claims 4 and 42: 

As given reason for the rejection of claim 3, Newman's graphical user interface 
(Figs. 9 through 12) which comprises the second screen area (see Figs. 9 through 12, 
left side of display window 408), wherein the second area further includes a plurality of 
tabs 402 for displaying a subset of the set of video, text, graphic (still), audio and effects 
icons representations (column 14, lines 40-51, column 15, lines 3-35). 
With respect to claims 5, 18, 31 , and 43: 

Newman discloses, among other effects, animation effects (column 3, lines 45- 

67). 
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With respect to claims 7, 21 , 34, and 46: 

Newman's graphical user interface (e.g. Fig. 9, #400) comprises a display 
window 408 (e.g. Fig. 9) ("a third screen area"), for outputting a result of application 
of an effect to at one source clip (column 14, lines 40-51 , column 15, lines 3-35). 
With respect to claim 8: 

Newman's display window 408 ("the third screen area") comprises a preview 
window to display an image from a clip referenced by a selected icon (column 14, lines 
40-51, column 15, lines 3-35). 
With respect to claims 9, 22, 35, and 47: 

Newman's graphical user interface further includes that each source clip 
comprises a video clip, and wherein each effect comprises a video effect (column 14, 
lines 28-33, 40-64, Fig. 9). 
With respect to claims 10, 23, 36, and 48: 

Newman's graphical user interface further includes that each source clip 
comprises an audio clip, and wherein each effect comprises an audio effect (column 13, 
lines 65-67, column 15, lines 36-46). 
With respect to claims 1 1 , 24, 37, and 49: 

Newman's graphical user interface further includes that each source clip 
comprises an image, and wherein each effect comprises an image effect (column 14, 
lines 15-39. Fig. 9). 
With respect to claim 12: 
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Newman's remote control 124 ("effect selector") further comprises a user- 
controlled cursor 134 (Fig. 3, column 14, lines 65-67). 
With respect to claims 13, 25, 38, and 50: 

Newman further discloses that each of at least a subset of the effect-applied area 
("zone") is of predetermined transition effect, such as predefined length or duration 
(column 15, lines 36~column 16, lines 20). As illustrated in Fig.1 1 , user drags an effect 
and drops into the zone within the storyboard, user further can edit the dropped effect. 
For example, modifying the duration/length of the effect (column 17, lines 5-18). 
With respect to claims 1 5, 27, 40, and 52: 

Newman discloses that the user interface (e.g. Fig. 1 1) further includes a 
transition zone occurring across a boundary between two source clips (column 16, lines 
4-20, Fig. 11). 
With respect to claim 20: 

As illustrated in Fig. 1 1 , the selected effect (transition effect) is applied the 
selected area or ("zone") (also column 16, lines 4-20). 
With regard to claim 29: 

As illustrated in Fig. 1 1 , Newman further discloses that the storyboard display 
466 and the effects (e.g. transition effect 476) display are provided on a common 
display screen (Fig. 11. column 16, lines 4-20). 
With regard to claim 30: 
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As illustrated in Fig. 1 1 , Newman further discloses that the effects display 466 
presents a plurality of icons (see the icons in 466), each icon representing an effect 
(Fig. 1 1 . column 1 6, lines 4-20). 
With regard to claim 33: 

As illustrated in Fig.1 1 , Newman further discloses an effects module (e.g. 
transition effect 472), coupled to the effects display (see the display where the transition 
effect icons are displayed), for applying at least one selected effect to at least one 
selected zone (Fig. 11. column 16, lines 4-20). 
With regard to claim 45: 

As illustrated in Fig.1 1, Newman further discloses applying the selected effect 
(e.g. transition effect 476) to the selected area ("zone") (Fig. 1 1 . column 16, lines 4-20). 

Allowable subject matter 
5. Claims 6, 14, 19, 26, 32, 39, 44, and 51 are objected to as being dependent upon 
a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including 
all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

While Newman's non-linear editing system 100 (FIG. 1) includes selected default 
transitions between each pair of clips automatically (column 14, lines 15-17), but 
Newman does not disclose that each of at least a subset of the effect applied area 
("zone") is automatically defined based on source clip content (of claims 14, 26, 39, and 
51 ). Newman further fails to disclose, "the subset of the set of effects omits effects that 
are inapplicable to the selected zone"(of claims 6, 19, 32, and 44). 
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Thus, prior art neither renders obvious nor anticipates the combination of claimed 
elements in light of the specification. 

Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
Examiner should be directed to Tadesse Hailu, whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
2799. The Examiner can normally be reached on M-F from 10:00 - 6:30 ET. If attempts 
to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the Examiner's supervisor, John 
Cabeca, can be reached at (703) 308-31 16 Art Unit 2173 CPK 2-4A51 . 

7. Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(703) 305-3900. 



Tadesse Hailu 
July 26, 2004 




